MESSAGE TO THE LEFT PARTIES AND PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

The 20th Congress of AKEL, which took place in Nicosia from the 24th - 27th of November 2005, sends a militant message of solidarity and common action to the Left parties and Progressive movements throughout the world.

International developments are characterised by the continuation and consolidation of the so-called new world order. The position that what has henceforth prevailed is the undermining of international law and the imposition of the rights of the powerful has been reaffirmed. The USA and its allies wish to maintain and expand their political, economic and strategic hegemony to every corner of the planet. The terrorist attacks of 11th of September 2001 in the USA presented the opportunity to strengthen their imperialist policy and the excuse for greater arbitrariness based mainly on the dogma of preventative war, but also for the attacks on political and human rights and individual freedoms. The main example of this policy was the war waged in Yugoslavia, Afghanistan and Iraq. Furthermore, an attempt is being made by every possible means, by using the cloak of alleged democratisation, to overthrow all the regimes that the USA considers as being non-friendly. 
The delegates of the 20th Congress of AKEL condemn all forms of terrorism as a means of conducting national, political and social struggles. Nevertheless, they consider that the tackling of terrorism is a collective responsibility, which should be put under the aegis of the United Nations. The first thing that should be done is to tackle the roots of terrorism, that is, poverty, social injustice, racism, religious fanaticism, national oppression and every form of violation of international law. Democratisation cannot be achieved through the imposition and the threat of the use of force. The only way to safeguard world peace and stability is by upholding international law, respecting the sovereignty and territorial integrity of independent states, ridding the U.N. from American influence and the strengthening the role of the Organisation in tackling international problems. 

The 20th Congress of AKEL assess that the process of capitalist globalisation, in the way it is proceeding, serves the interests of capital and especially of the big multinational companies of the developed states.

In the name of neo-liberal globalisation the gains of working people are taking battering, labour relations are being deregulated, the social role of the state is restricted and class and social inequalities are intensifying. The absence of a "fearsome opponent" and of an alternative economic model has led to the strengthening of capital and the imposition of a conservative capitalist model, of neo-liberalism. This model of capitalism cannot survive without attacking workers rights and the social state and by increasing unemployment and poverty. As far as the developing and poor countries are concerned, they are taking the brunt of the biggest consequences of neo-liberal globalisation. They are forced to adopt the demands and terms of Western developed countries, which are condemning them to further exploitation and squalor. Injustice and inequality, as innate characteristics of the capitalist system, are evident, as well as the unequal development of states on an international level and the inequality between citizens on a national level.
The consequences of neo-liberal globalisation have led to various reactions and mainly to the formation of the First World Social Forum in Porto Alegre in 2001, demonstrations against the World Trade Organisation, the World Bank and the Group of the 8 most developed countries and generally to what has been termed as " the movement against globalisation". The role of the Left and progressive social forces is to cooperate with the social forum on an international, European and national level, so that these can play an important role in the resistance against the imposition of a unified world economic model without the consent of the peoples and citizens. In tackling neo-liberal globalisation and the imperialist new order, it is particularly significant to enhance the regional and international cooperation between the states with progressive Governments.
The wars of the Americans and their allies in Yugoslavia, Afghanistan and Iraq have resulted in the rejuvenation of a truly world anti-war movement with intense activity even within American society itself. The movement against globalisation, the anti-war movement and the successes which the Left has had in various countries open up the perspective full of hope of challenging neo-liberalism and the new world order. However they are still taking their first steps in their development.
On this occasion, the 20th Congress of AKEL expresses its solidarity and support to all the people who are fighting for their inalienable rights, independence and freedom, especially to the brotherly Palestinian people who are still fighting for their right to have their own independent state.
We raise our voices against the economic and political exclusions, which are leading entire peoples to abject conditions. We express our support to all the peoples that defend the right to choose their social- economic system and especially the heroic people of socialist Cuba, who are suffering from the American embargo because they are continuing to defend their right to decide by themselves their road of economic and social development.
The delegates of the 20th Congress call on the Left and Progressive Parties, all the peace-loving forces of the world, the trade unions and all the social forces to continue, to rejuvenate and strengthen the effort on a local, regional and international level to increase the resistance and common action to neo-liberal globalisation and the imperialist new world order.
The 20th Congress addresses all the Communist, Worker’s, Left and Progressive parties on a European and international level, stressing the need to intensify coordination of activity and cooperation, so that the Left can resist the new imperialistic world order and neo-liberal globalisation and achieve changes in favour of the peoples of the world and to project an alternative progressive proposal for a world of peace, democracy and social justice and socialism. AKEL reaffirms that it will continue, as much as its forces allow it, to support and take initiatives towards this direction.          
